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ADVANCED PENNING ION SOURCE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/698,999, filed Sep. 10, 2012, which is
herein incorporated by reference.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

This invention was made with government support under
Contract No. DE-AC02-05 CH11231 awarded by the U.S.
Department of Energy. The government has certain rights in
this invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to ion sources and more
particularly to Penning ion sources.

BACKGROUND

Penning ion sources' can be used for neutron generation
through deuterium-deuterium (D-D) or deuterium-tritium
(D-T) fusion reactions, and offer the benefits of low power
consumption, ease of operation, and compactness, in some
configurations. Maximum neutron yields with Penning ion
sources are limited by the poor atomic ion fraction charac-
teristic of Penning discharges; typically over ninety-percent
of extracted ions are molecular, necessitating high beam
energy and current to obtain suitable neutron yields for
imaging and interrogation purposes.

SUMMARY

One innovative aspect of the subject matter described in
this disclosure can be implemented in an apparatus including
an anode, a first cathode, a second cathode, and a plurality
of cusp magnets. The anode has a first open end and a second
open end. The first cathode is associated with the first open
end of the anode. The second cathode is associated with the
second open end of the anode. The anode, the first cathode,
and the second cathode define a chamber. The second
cathode defines an open region configured for the passage of
ions from the chamber. Each cusp magnet of the plurality of
cusp magnets is disposed along a length of the anode.

In some embodiments, the plurality of cusp magnets are
configured to generate a multi-cusp magnetic field, with the
multi-cusp magnetic field configured to contain a plasma
generated in the chamber. In some embodiments, contain-
ment of the plasma reduces contact of the plasma with the
anode.

In some embodiments, the plurality of cusp magnets
includes about 8 to 14 cusp magnets. In some embodiments,
each cusp magnet of the plurality of cusp magnets includes
a neodymium magnet. In some embodiments, the plurality
of cusp magnets is associated with an exterior surface of the
anode. In some embodiments, a length of each cusp magnet
of the plurality of cusp magnets is about a length of the
anode. In some embodiments, the anode has a cylindrical
cross section, with the anode defining a hollow cylindrical
region with the first open end and the second open end.

In some embodiments, the anode, the first cathode, and
the second cathode comprise a first metal, and surfaces of
the anode, the first cathode, and the second cathode defining
the chamber have a second metal disposed thereon. The
second metal has a higher secondary electron emission
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coeflicient compared to the first metal. In some embodi-
ments, the first metal is selected from a group consisting of
steel, copper, a copper alloy, aluminum, and an aluminum
alloy. In some embodiments, the second metal is selected
from a group consisting of gold and platinum. In some
embodiments, the second metal comprises molybdenum.

In some embodiments, the apparatus further includes a
field emitter array disposed on a surface of the first cathode
defining the chamber. In one embodiments, the field emitter
array includes carbon nanofiber arrays. In some embodi-
ments, the field emitter array is configured to increase a
plasma density of a plasma generated in the chamber. In
some embodiments, the apparatus further includes a grid
positioned proximate the field emitter array, with the grid is
being configured to generate an electric field for electron
emission from the field emitter array.

In some embodiments, a length of the anode is greater
than a cross-sectional dimension of the anode. In some
embodiments, the length of the anode is about 1.25 to 2
times greater than the cross-sectional dimension of the
anode.

Another innovative aspect of the subject matter described
in this disclosure can be implemented in an apparatus
including an anode, a first cathode, a second cathode, and a
plurality of cusp magnets. The anode has a first open end and
a second open end. A length of the anode is greater than a
cross-sectional dimension of the anode. A first cathode is
associated with the first open end of the anode. A second
cathode is associated with the second open end of the anode.
The anode, the first cathode, and the second cathode define
a chamber. The second cathode defines an open region
configured for the passage of ions from the chamber. The
anode, the first cathode, and the second cathode comprising
a first metal, and surfaces of the anode, the first cathode, and
the second cathode defining the chamber have a second
metal disposed thereon. The second metal has a higher
secondary electron emission coefficient compared to the first
metal. Each cusp magnet of the plurality of cusp magnets is
disposed along a length of the anode.

In some embodiments, the plurality of cusp magnets are
configured to generate a multi-cusp magnetic field, with the
multi-cusp magnetic field being configured to contain a
plasma generated in the chamber.

Details of one or more embodiments of the subject matter
described in this specification are set forth in the accompa-
nying drawings and the description below. Other features,
aspects, and advantages will become apparent from the
description, the drawings, and the claims. Note that the
relative dimensions of the following figures may not be
drawn to scale.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an example of a cross-sectional schematic
illustration of a Penning ion source.

FIG. 2 shows an example of a cross-sectional schematic
illustration of components of a Penning ion source.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show examples of schematic illustra-
tions of components of a Penning ion source though line 1-1
in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 shows a simulated multi-cusp magnetic field
produced by a plurality of cusp magnets.

FIG. 5 shows the measured ion beam current density for
various electrode coating materials and geometry configu-
rations.
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FIG. 6 shows the measured ion beam current density with
and without multi-cusp magnetic confinement for different
electrode coating materials.

FIG. 7 shows the measured ion beam current density with
and without a field electron array disposed on a cathode of
the Penning ion source.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to some specific
examples of the invention including the best modes con-
templated by the inventors for carrying out the invention.
Examples of these specific embodiments are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings. While the invention is
described in conjunction with these specific embodiments, it
will be understood that it is not intended to limit the
invention to the described embodiments. On the contrary, it
is intended to cover alternatives, modifications, and equiva-
lents as may be included within the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. Particular example embodiments of the
present invention may be implemented without some or all
of these specific details. In other instances, well known
process operations have not been described in detail in order
not to unnecessarily obscure the present invention.

Various techniques and mechanisms of the present inven-
tion will sometimes be described in singular form for clarity.
However, it should be noted that some embodiments include
multiple iterations of a technique or multiple instantiations
of a mechanism unless noted otherwise.

Introduction

For a hydrogen discharge using a Penning ion source, the
generally poor proton fraction has been attributed to low
electron density and short dwell time of molecular hydrogen
(H,") ions.* Deuterium discharges are expected to behave in
a similar manner. Increased neutron yields can be directly
expected from increased electron density in the discharge, as
both atomic ion fraction and ion density should increase
with increased electron density.

Penning ion sources can be improved to enhance the
atomic ion fraction and ion beam current density while
maintaining low power consumption. The neutron yield of a
Penning ion source is proportional to the ion current; a
tenfold increase in the ion current density results in a tenfold
increase in the neutron yield. Increasing the atomic ion
fraction will also increase the neutron yield. lon currents in
commercially available neutron generators are typically in
the range of tens of microamperes (LA). Described herein
are systems, methods, and apparatus that enable about 100
LA to 1 milliampere (mA) of extracted ion current while
maintaining low power consumption.

Apparatus

An ion source is a device that is used to generate charged
particles, i.e., ions. A Penning ion source is a cold cathode
ion source which uses crossed electric and magnetic fields.
A magnetic field, oriented parallel to an axis defined by the
anode of the Penning ion source, may be produced using an
external field coil or a permanent magnet. In operation, a
plasma is generated along the axis of the Penning ion source.
Electrons in the plasma ionize a gas (e.g., hydrogen, argon,
etc.) in the Penning ion source. lons may be extracted though
one of the cathodes positioned on either end of the anode of
the Penning ion source.

Described herein are enhancements to a Penning ion
source which may increase the current density of extracted
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ions several-fold, with minimal increases in complexity and
cost of the ion source, and without increasing the operating
power of the ion source. Such modifications include, for
example, gold, platinum, or molybdenum coated electrodes,
a field emitter array for electron injection into the plasma, a
radial multi-cusp field superimposed upon the conventional
axial magnetic field, and an elongated anode geometry.
These modifications may result in an up to eightfold increase
in the extracted ion current. Further increases in the ion
beam current density may be also possible.

FIG. 1 shows an example of a cross-sectional schematic
illustration of a Penning ion source 100. As shown in FIG.
1, the Penning ion source 100 includes an anode 102, a first
cathode 104, and a second cathode 106. The anode 102 has
a first open end and a second open end. For example, in some
embodiments, the anode 102 may have a cylindrical cross
section, with the anode 102 defining a hollow cylindrical
region with the first open end and the second open end; i.e.,
the anode 102 may comprise a tube. The first cathode 104 is
associated with the first open end of the anode 102. The
second cathode 106 is associated with the second open end
of the anode 102. The anode 102, the first cathode 104, and
the second cathode 106 define a chamber 109.

A gas inlet 105 allows for the introduction of a gas to the
chamber 109 that is to be ionized in the Penning ion source
100. An insulator 107 is positioned to prevent contact
between the anode 102, the first cathode 104, and the second
cathode 106. A positive bias with respect to the cathodes 104
and 106 may be applied to the anode 102 to maintain a
discharge. An extraction electrode 111 serves to extract ions
from the chamber 109 of the Penning ion source 100.

While the anode 102 is shown in FIG. 1 as having a
circular cross-section, the anode 102 may have other cross-
sections. For example, in some embodiments, the anode 102
may have a rectangular, hexagonal, or an octagonal cross-
section.

FIGS. 2, 3A, and 3B show examples of schematic illus-
trations of components of a Penning ion source. FIG. 2
shows an example of a cross-sectional schematic illustration
of components of a Penning ion source, and FIGS. 3A and
3B show examples of a schematic illustrations of compo-
nents of a Penning ion source though line 1-1 in FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, the Penning ion source 100 includes
the anode 102, the first cathode 104, and the second cathode
106. The anode 102, the first cathode 104, and the second
cathode 106 define a chamber 109. The first cathode 104 is
associated with a first end of the anode 102, and the second
cathode 106 is associated with a second end of the anode
102. The first and the second cathodes are not in contact with
the anode 102, but are electrically insulated from the anode
102 with the insulator (not shown in FIG. 2). The second
cathode 106 includes an open region 108 for the passage of
ions from the Penning ion source 100.

In some embodiments, surfaces of the anode 102, the first
cathode 104, and the second cathode 106 defining the
chamber 109 and exposed to a plasma generated in the
Penning ion source 100 may be coated with a metal having
a higher secondary electron emission coefficient than the
metal from which the electrodes are fabricated (i.e., the
anode 102, the first cathode 104, and the second cathode
106). Secondary electron emission is a phenomenon where
electrons, called secondary electrons, are emitted from a
surface of a material when an incident particle (e.g., an ion)
impacts the surface with sufficient energy. The metal may be
deposited onto the electrodes using a standard deposition
process, such as physical vapor deposition (e.g., sputtering)
or chemical vapor deposition.
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For example, in some embodiments, the anode 102, the
first cathode 104, and the second cathode 106 may be
fabricated from steel (e.g., a stainless steel), copper, a copper
alloy, aluminum, or an aluminum alloy. In some embodi-
ments, surfaces of the anode 102, the first cathode 104, and
the second cathode 106 that define the chamber 109 and are
exposed to a plasma may be coated with gold or platinum.
In some embodiments, surfaces of the anode 102, the first
cathode 104, and the second cathode 106 that define the
chamber 109 and are exposed to a plasma may be coated a
metal comprising molybdenum. Molybdenum may not pro-
vide the performance increases of the Penning ion source
100 that gold or platinum may provide, but it is less
expensive than gold or platinum and it does improve the
performance of the Penning ion source 100. In some
embodiments, the metal disposed on the surfaces of the
electrodes may be less that about 1 micron thick. Coating the
electrodes with a metal having a high secondary electron
emission coefficient may increase the density of hydrogen
ions or other ion species extracted from the Penning ion
source 100. Coating the electrodes with a metal having a
high secondary electron emission coefficient may also yield
a lower recombination rate for atomic hydrogen (to form
diatomic hydrogen) or other atomic species, which may
increase the atomic fraction.

In some embodiments, the first cathode 104 may include
a field emitter array 122 disposed on a surface of the first
cathode 104 that defines the chamber 109. When the field
emitter array 122 is disposed on a surface of the first cathode
104, a grid (not shown) may be placed proximate the field
emitter array 122. In operation, the grid may be used to
generate an electric field so that the field emitter array 122
emits electrons. In some embodiments, the grid may be
positioned up to about 1 millimeter from the field emitter
array 122, or about 50 microns to 500 microns from the field
emitter array 122. In some embodiments, the field strength
between the field emitter array 122 and the grid may be
about 1 volt/micron to 10 volts/micron. In some embodi-
ments, the field emitter array 122 may include carbon
nanofiber arrays or a micro-fabricated silicon emitter.

In some embodiments, including a field emitter array 122
disposed on a surface of the first cathode 104 may improve
the emission of electrons by the first cathode 104 into a
plasma generated by the Penning ion source 100. Improving
the emission of electrons into the plasma increases the
plasma density, which in turn increases the density of ions
that may be extracted from the Penning ion source 100
without increasing the discharge power. Including the field
emitter array 122 on a surface of the first cathode 104 may
also enable discharge operation at low discharge biases,
which increases the ion source/neutron generator lifetime
due to reduced sputtering of the surfaces (i.e., the surfaces
of the anode 102, the first cathode 104, and the second
cathode 106) of the Penning ion source 100.

In some embodiments, a field emitter array may be
positioned on another surface of the chamber 109. For
example, in some embodiments, a field emitter array may be
positioned on a surface of the anode 102 or on a surface of
the second cathode 106. Placing the field emitter array on
another surface of the chamber 109 and not on a surface of
the first cathode 104 or the second cathode 106 may protect
the field emitter array from ion impact.

In some embodiments, the Penning ion source 100 may
include a plurality of cusp magnets 132. In some embodi-
ments, each of the cusp magnets 132 may include a perma-
nent magnet or an electromagnet. In some embodiments, the
permanent magnets may comprise neodymium magnets,
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6

such as NdBFe magnets, for example. In some embodi-
ments, the plurality of cusp magnets 132 may include about
8 to 14 magnets (e.g., about 8, 10, 12, or 14 magnets). Each
of'the cusp magnets 132 may extend along the exterior of the
anode 102; for clarity, only two cusp magnets 132 are shown
in FIG. 2. As shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, which each show
10 cusp magnets 132, the cusp magnets may be spaced
equidistantly along the outside perimeter of the anode 102.
In some embodiments, a length of each of the cusp magnets
may be about the same length as a length of the anode 102.

In some embodiments, the plurality of cusp magnets 132
is configured to generate a multi-cusp magnetic field, super-
imposed over the axial magnetic field of the Penning ion
source 100. In some embodiments, the axial magnetic field
may be generated using an external field coil or using
permanent magnets that produce an axial magnetic field. In
some embodiments, the axial magnetic field may be about
200 gauss (G) to 600 G, or about 400 G. In some embodi-
ments, the multi-cusp magnetic field may be strongest near
inner surfaces of the anode 102. In some embodiments, the
multi-cusp magnetic field near inner surfaces of the anode
102 may be about 325 G to 925 G, or about 650 G.

The multi-cusp magnetic field may serve to contain a
plasma generated in the chamber 109 of the Penning ion
source 100. Containment of the plasma may reduce, mini-
mize, or prevent contact of the plasma with the anode 102
and reduce electron losses at the surface of the anode 102,
increasing the plasma density. This, in turn, may increase the
ion beam current density of the Penning ion source 100. In
some embodiments, the plurality of cusp magnets 132 may
increase the ion beam current density by more than a factor
of 2.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show examples of two different con-
figurations of cusp magnets that may be implemented in the
Penning ion source 100. The two configurations utilize
permanent cusp magnets that differ in their directions of
magnetization. The two configurations result in different
magnetic field distributions within the chamber 109. The
cusp magnet configuration shown in FIG. 3A utilizes cusp
magnets that are magnetized along the cross-sectional width
of each cusp magnet. The cusp magnet configuration shown
in FIG. 3B utilizes cusp magnets that are magnetized along
the axis of the anode 102. In each case, a multi-cusp field is
generated by alternating the magnetic poles around the
anode 102.

In some embodiments, the geometry of the anode 102
may be changed or modified to increase the ion beam current
density. In some embodiments, a length of the anode 102
may be greater than an inner cross-sectional dimension of
the anode 102. In some embodiments, the length of the
anode 102 may be about 1.25 to 2 times greater than the
inner cross-sectional dimension of the anode 102. For
example, when the anode 102 is a tube having a circular
cross-section, the length of the anode 102 may be about 1.25
to 2 times greater than the inner diameter of the anode 102.
As another example, for a compact Penning ion source, the
cross-sectional diameter of the anode may be about 1 inch,
and the length of the anode may be about 1.25 inches to 2
inches, or about 1.2 inches. Such an anode may increase the
path for electrons in the chamber and increase the ionization
of a gas in the Penning ion source.

The Penning ion source 100 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 may
be operated in a similar manner as other Penning ion
sources, as known by one having ordinary skill in the art. For
example, a gas to be ionized may be introduced to the
chamber 109 through the gas inlet 105. The anode 102, the
first cathode 104, and the second cathode 106 may be biased
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to generate a plasma in the chamber 109. The extraction
electrode 111 may be biased to extract cations or anions from
the chamber 109 through the open region 108 defined by the
second cathode 106. Other methods also may be used to
extract ions from the chamber 109.

Experimental

The following examples are intended to be examples of
the embodiments disclosed herein, and are not intended to be
limiting.

For experiments to test different modifications to a Pen-
ning ion source, an experimental ion source was used. The
outer diameter of the anode was about 2.54 centimeters (cm)
and had a length of about 3.14 cm. The axial magnetic field
characteristic of Penning ion sources was generated by an
external field coil. This external coil was used for experi-
mental purposes, and may be replaced by permanent mag-
nets that form a solenoid-like field in field/production imple-
mentations of a Penning ion source. The modular nature of
the experimental Penning ion source allowed for the effects
of different modifications on proton fraction and ion beam
current to be observed.

Several techniques were investigated to improve a Pen-
ning ion source, including different electrode wall materials,
different electrode geometries, different multi-cusp magnetic
confinement configurations, and electron injection with field
emitter arrays.

Several materials were investigated for use as plasma-
facing materials for enhanced ion source operation; the
effects of molybdenum, gold, graphite, and platinum coat-
ings on aluminum electrodes on discharge characteristics
were observed. The effect of a boron nitride coating on the
cathode was also observed; boron nitride has been shown to
enhance the proton fraction in hydrogen ion sources due to
its low hydrogen atom recombination coefficient.’

A good electrode material would have a high secondary
electron emission coefficient under both ion and electron
bombardment and would also inhibit recombination effects
that may occur through plasma-wall interactions. Materials
with low electron work functions are expected to produce
stronger discharge characteristics. Material effects were
observed using interchangeable electrodes of the materials
studied. Baseline operation of the source was characterized
using aluminum electrodes.

Several electrode configurations were implemented to
observe the effects of electrode geometry on discharge
characteristics. The original configuration featured smooth
cathodes and an about 2.54 cm long anode. A longer
aluminum anode, about 4.1 cm long, was implemented
separately for comparison with the original configuration.
The longer aluminum anode increased the discharge volume
by a factor of about 1.6.

Multi-cusp magnetic fields improve the plasma density
through improved confinement of primary ionizing elec-
trons.® Multi-cusp magnetic field lines extend into the dis-
charge region and reflect electrons back into the plasma,
increasing the lifetime of ionizing electrons by reducing
electron losses to the anode. The multi-cusp magnetic field
for the Penning ion source was implemented with neo-
dymium (e.g., NdFeB) permanent magnets; the multi-cusp
magnets superimposed the resultant radial field distribution
over the existing axial magnetic field. FIG. 4 shows a
Pandira simulation of the radial magnetic field distribution.
The simulated multi-cusp magnetic field is strongest near the
inner wall of the anode, with a magnitude of 650 G.
Multi-cusp magnetic confinement was implemented with
aluminum, platinum, and gold electrodes, as well as with the
longer aluminum anode.
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Electrons to sustain the discharge in conventional Penning
ion sources stem from secondary emission following ion
impact on cathode surfaces. Carbon nanofiber arrays -, were
mounted on the downstream cathode surface (i.e., the first
cathode) in the Penning ion source for electron injection
along the axial direction; a grid placed between the dis-
charge region and the field emitter arrays provided the field
necessary for electron emission.

Table 1 lists the measured ion fractions obtained from
hydrogen discharges during operation with various electrode
materials; most discharges were ignited and maintained with
0.8 mTorr source pressure, 800 V applied anode voltage, and
410 G axial magnetic field. Stable operation with boron
nitride required slightly higher pressure and discharge volt-
age. Typical proton fractions were in the range of 5-10%; the
addition of boron nitride as a cathode coating resulted in a
factor of two increase in the proton fraction when compared
to baseline operation with aluminum. FIG. 5 shows the beam
current density as a function of beam energy; beam current
density values for beam energy of 3 keV are listed in Table
1. It is noted that the beam current density tends to decrease
for beam energies greater than 3 keV due to use of an
extraction system not optimized for this ion source. Most
electrode coatings outperformed the baseline case of alumi-
num electrodes, likely the result of larger secondary electron
emission coefficients; ® operation with gold and platinum
electrode coatings resulted in a factor of about two increase
in beam current density. Operation with boron nitride coated
cathodes resulted in a factor of three decrease in the beam
current density.

TABLE I
Beam Current Density

o On Y ["_Az]

[%] [%]  [%] e
Aluminum 6.9 92.8 0.8 110.9
Molybdenum 6.3 933 0.4 145.9
Gold 7.7 91.3 1.0 219.2
Graphite 8.0 91.5 0.5 185.7
Platinum 8.9 90.1 1.0 229.4
Aluminum with 16.2 80.4 34 79.5

Boron Nitride

Ton fractions and beam current density for discharges with various electrode materials.
Beam current density for beam energy of 3 keV.

Operation with the long anode resulted in a factor of about
three increase in the beam current density. Electrons in the
discharge are confined to oscillate between the two cath-
odes; increasing the anode length increases the distance that
electrons travel between the two cathodes, and more ion-
ization can occur for a given pass through the discharge.

The effect of multi-cusp magnetic confinement on the
beam current density is shown in FIG. 6. For discharges with
the original anode length, the extracted ion current increased
by as much as a factor of about three with the additional
magnetic confinement. Combining the long anode with
multi-cusp magnets for aluminum electrodes resulted in an
overall increase by a factor of about eight over the baseline
case. It is anticipated that combining multi-cusp magnetic
confinement with increased length of the discharge region
may result in further improvement to the extracted ion
current for discharges with gold and platinum coated elec-
trodes.

Electron current as a function of the electric field applied
to the carbon nanofiber arrays was measured to characterize
electron injection into the discharge. Electron currents of up
to 30 pA were measured from the carbon nanofiber arrays
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when no plasma was present. Electrons were injected into
the discharge with energies up to 300 eV. Discharge insta-
bilities were observed when the injected electron current
exceeded 1 pA. The effect of electron injection on the beam
current density can be seen in FIG. 7. Increased injected
electron current is accompanied by increased ion current
density, but it is noted that other processes may be at play
during operation with the field emitter arrays as the total
discharge voltage increases with increasing emission.

CONCLUSION

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been
described with reference to specific embodiments. However,
one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various
modifications and changes can be made without departing
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the claims
below. Accordingly, the specification and figures are to be
regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and
all such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of invention.

Further details regarding the subject matter disclosed
herein can be found in the publication A. Sy, Q. Ji, A.
Persaud, O. Waldmann, and T. Schenkel, “Novel methods
for improvement of a Penning ion source for neutron gen-
erator applications,” REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC INSTRU-
MENTS 83, 02B309 (2012), which is herein incorporated by
reference.
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What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

an anode having a first open end and a second open end;
a first cathode associated with the first open end of the
anode;

a second cathode associated with the second open end of
the anode, the anode, the first cathode, and the second
cathode defining a chamber, the second cathode defin-
ing an open region configured for the passage of ions
from the chamber; and

a plurality of cusp magnets, each cusp magnet of the
plurality of cusp magnets being disposed along a length
of the anode.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of cusp
magnets are configured to generate a multi-cusp magnetic
field, and wherein the multi-cusp magnetic field is config-
ured to contain a plasma generated in the chamber.
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3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein containment of the
plasma reduces contact of the plasma with the anode.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of cusp
magnets includes about 8, 10, 12, or 14 cusp magnets.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each cusp magnet of
the plurality of cusp magnets includes a neodymium magnet.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of cusp
magnets is associated with an exterior surface of the anode.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a length of each cusp
magnet of the plurality of cusp magnets is about a length of
the anode.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the anode has a
cylindrical cross section, and wherein the anode defines a
hollow cylindrical region with the first open end and the
second open end.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the anode, the first
cathode, and the second cathode comprise a first metal,
wherein surfaces of the anode, the first cathode, and the
second cathode defining the chamber have a second metal
disposed thereon, and wherein the second metal has a higher
secondary electron emission coefficient compared to the first
metal.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the first metal is
selected from a group consisting of steel, copper, a copper
alloy, aluminum, and an aluminum alloy.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the second metal is
selected from a group consisting of gold and platinum.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the second metal
comprises molybdenum.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a field emitter array disposed on a surface of the first

cathode defining the chamber.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the field emitter
array includes carbon nanofiber arrays.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the field emitter
array is configured to increase a plasma density of a plasma
generated in the chamber.

16. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising:

a grid positioned proximate the field emitter array,
wherein the grid is configured to generate an electric
field for electron emission from the field emitter array.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a length of the
anode is greater than a cross-sectional dimension of the
anode.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the length of the
anode is about 1.25 to 2 times greater than the cross-
sectional dimension of the anode.

19. An apparatus comprising:

an anode having a first open end and a second open end,
a length of the anode being greater than a cross-
sectional dimension of the anode;

a first cathode associated with the first open end of the
anode;

a second cathode associated with the second open end of
the anode, the anode, the first cathode, and the second
cathode defining a chamber, the second cathode defin-
ing an open region configured for the passage of ions
from the chamber, the anode, the first cathode, and the
second cathode comprising a first metal, surfaces of the
anode, the first cathode, and the second cathode defin-
ing the chamber having a second metal disposed
thereon, the second metal having a higher secondary
electron emission coefficient compared to the first
metal; and

a plurality of cusp magnets, each cusp magnet of the
plurality of cusp magnets being disposed along a length
of the anode.
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20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the plurality of
cusp magnets are configured to generate a multi-cusp mag-
netic field, and wherein the multi-cusp magnetic field is
configured to contain a plasma generated in the chamber.
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